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mental category which allows of their detention or
control, nor, for other reasons, is it desirable that they
should be detained in institutions for the mentally
afflicted. They constitute a very grave hindrance to
the progress of the work and their right treatment is
a most elusive and difficult problem of the first
importance.

This problem, indeed, would seem to be one of the
most urgent that demand attention from any official
or semi-of&cial body interested in the whole question
of rescue work. It is suggested that a solution could
possibly be found in the provision of self-supporting
training and industrial establishments, preferably
situated in the country, or farm colonies, managed
somewhat on the lines of industrial schools, without
the least suggestion of a mental hospital, and per-
mitting all reasonable liberty to the inmates. Such
establishments would need to be managed by those
qualified to cope with the special problems that would
arise, both from the peculiar mental condition of the
girls, and the difficulty of making an economic success
of an undertaking employing workers of limited
efficiency.

The need is indicated for a painstaking inquiry,
both as to the extent and real nature of the alleged
mental abnormality prevailing, and a careful explora-
tion of the possible methods of dealing satisfactorily
and permanently with these very difficult cases.